Oral History interview with Sage by Johnna Ossie
April 24, 2019

Johnna:

So, now it's recording all this today, right there and I think that should have been,
okay. My name is Johnna, Ossie, J. O. H N N. A. O. S. S. I. E. Today is April
24th, 2019 and we are in Sage's home in Portland. Um, before we begin, I just
want to remind you that you can stop the interview at anytime for any reason and
any question that you don't want to answer, you can just say I don't want to
answer that and we'll move on. Um, can you say your name and spell it?

Sage:

My name is Sage. I have one name spelled S. A. G. E.

Johnna:

Great. And can you tell me how old you are or what decade you were born?

Sage:

Yeah, I'm 71.

Johnna:

All right. Um.

Sage:

My birthday was in November.

Johnna:

Great. So, just to start off, can you tell me a little bit about your family of origin,
where you grew up?

Sage:

Sure. I am of Greek ancestry all the way down the line. All my four grandparents
were from Greece. I am second generation American, uh, born and raised till 10
years old in Gary, Indiana. When it was a very lively city of all ethnicities, very
mixed on my, and my street. We were Poles and Greeks and Jews and Germans.
And I mean, you know, we just were, a real United Nations and I went to - my
elementary school where it was totally mixed of, um, Black kids, white kids,
Hispanic kids, and you know, just the whole mixture there was in the, uh, early
fifties, and it was heaven. Uh, the reason I say was at that time a very lively and,
and, and, uh, prosperous city is the steel mills. And then a few years later they
closed and Gary has never recovered. So, and we moved when I was 10 to what
my older brother and I called the sticks. Um, we were not happy at all. It was an
all white school. Um, we were the darkest kids in the place. I was very proud to
have come from Gary and, um, I had kids, and just to give you a flavor of it, I had
kids saying, "you mean you really seen colored people in the flesh?" Yeah. You
haven't.

Johnna:

Yeah.

Sage:

It was, it was tough. Um, but, you know, it was, um, I prospered there and so
forth, but I really missed the mixture of all kinds. So, um, I graduated from this
little school, uh, Merrillville, Merrillville uh, you know where I did well. Um, but
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I was never really happy with it. My older brother and I, whenever we're about a
year and a half apart, we were never really happy with it, but I did very well there.
Um, but side by side with that was my Greek community. So in Gary, the Greek
church had about 2000 members. Uh, it was, and we, um, I was in the Greek
youth club for many years. Uh, and so I actually had, I lived in two worlds,
equally. I had my Greek friends, my American friends, Greek food, American
friend, Greek music, American music. I was really, really uh, bi cultural,
essentially, you know, and my grandparents, none of them spoke English fluently.
Um, in fact, when I would meet, so my friends, grandparents who, who didn't
speak any languages at all other than English, they were just, and I was thinking
how odd that a grandmother would speak English. It's just that sound grained in
me that real YaYa's and Pappou's spoke Greek.
Johnna:

Right.

Sage:

But anyway, um, so by earliest memory of knowing something, I was something
very different was we were at one of our many, many Greek weddings. There
used to be a Greek wedding, or a Greek dance just about every weekend on
Saturday. So we went to the Greek church on Sundays. Um, I was looking at the
bride and she was in this big beautiful wedding dress and so forth. And this was at
the reception and everybody was dancing. And my mother said, "See someday
you'll be in a dress like that, your wedding." And I think I might've been six or
seven. And I remember thinking very clearly in my head, no, I never will. No,
that's not me. And um, I just remember that very clearly. Not that I ever gave it
any thought. I remember as growing older, being jealous of my brother, that all
the girls were attracted to him. He was very, very cute and me thinking, oh I wish
I was a boy, cause I would like to date this one or that one or that one. So that's
how it would come about from me if only I'd been a boy. Right. So I didn't stop
and think that what an odd thing to be attracted to girls. It just wasn't in my head
that way. So, oh well, you know, I'm not, and they're not. And so there it is. Um,
but anyway, uh, let's see. I have some notes here. So, oh, when I, growing up in
the Greek Orthodox church, there was a lot of female oppression. If a girl were on
her period, you, when you walk into the church, there was a, there was an icon of
the Virgin Mary holding the little baby Jesus, and you kiss it and go, and go into
the church. But if you, if a girl was on her period, she wasn't supposed to kiss the
icon because she was unclean. And I just thought that was outrageous - what? So
when I first started my period, wouldn't, you know, Sunday came along and I
didn't tell anybody. So I walked into the church and I went to kiss the icon that I
kept my lips just above the actual icon, just in case God would burn my lips off.
So I was hedging my bets there. But I also didn't want anybody in the church to
know was on my period - 13 years old. Oh, she didn't kiss the guy, she must be
bleeding, which was unclean. So I uh, I wanted to be an altar boy, but I couldn't
because I was a girl and my older brother was an altar boy and he didn't like it and
didn't want to be. And I just thought again, how unfair he gets to date. All the cute
kids, he gets to be an altar boy and he doesn't really appreciate it. So one day, and
this is, this was a big one for me, one day we were at a wedding at the hall next
door and I remembered I left my, my jacket in the church. So my mother said,
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well, go get it, go on and quick. The doors are open. So I went into the Church
and oh my God, it was empty. It was a big, it's a big church and icons are
everywhere and the painting of the saints and so forth. And it was dim light
because we weren't in there. And I picked up my jacket and then I looked back
and saw nobody was there. The doors were closed. I wanted to go and see what
the altar boys saw on the altar. And no females were allowed on the altar because
again, God would strike you dead. I said, I'm going. That's it. This is the only
chance I'm gonna get. I was, and my heart was pounding. I was scared, but I had
to do it. So I went into the first door, and that was just the boys changing room,
but I could see the light through the next door. I knew that was the holy of holies
and that I could be struck dead. So I opened the door and I crept in. I was standing
at the Golden Altar and I looked up and I knew then that they were lying. They
had lied to me all my life and all of our, all the women's lives. Because what was
above the altar, there was a coopala, and it was this big, beautiful painting of the
Virgin Mary over the altar. No women were allowed in there and she had an itty
bitty baby Jesus in her arms, but it was the Madonna. And I remember looking up
and thinking, ah, they lied. It's the mother. And so I crept back out and I never
trusted my church again. I knew, I knew it was all lies. So it was big. You know, I
loved singing in the choir and all that, but then I knew they were lying and then
my lips didn't burn off, you know, when I had the period. And Ah, so I stayed, I
did what I do, you know, growing up in the church, but I had, I had no, now all
was not as it seemed. Right. And, um, so that was one thing about growing up and
the confusion and the lies that I discovered. I was very close with my mother, who
was named Mary after the Virgin Mary because she was supposed to die at birth
and they didn't think she'd make it. So, um, and when I finally came out to her I
was in, um, it was, I had graduated college and um, and she cried and said, don't
tell your father cause it'll kill him. So I went back to Massachusetts where I was
living now this was, she was in Indiana. I had visited home and then I got, uh, I
got two packets in the mail, one from my dad, one from my mother, big manilla
envelopes condemning me and saying, you're dead. We don't have a daughter
anymore. I was there only daughter, I had two brothers. I have two. I collapsed. I
just, I couldn't believe what I was seeing. I mean, they called me every name
under the sun. I don't even need to repeat it. Just, they condemned me and said,
we have no daughter. Don't show your face around here. You're dead. So my
brother, thank God my brothers were wonderful and they totally supported me,
especially my younger brother who I'm, he's - next to Susan he's my very, very
best friend. Um, he completely supported me and my other brother, my older
brother knew yet and he welcomed me into his home in New York City and
brought my, my, uh, lover who I had come out with, we stayed, we were together
for three years. That was my first love. And then, and then about a year later I met
Susan, so it's been 41 years now. Tomorrow's 41 years, yeah. Um, so it was
interesting to me to hear from my brothers later that they suffered terribly. 'Cause
my, my mother especially was angry at them that they would keep me in their
lives and threatened them with all kinds of stuff and they just said, sorry mom,
she's our sister we love her, they- she's not doing anything wrong. No, you do
what you need to do. We'll do what we need to do.
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Johnna:

Did your parents ever change their minds or?

Sage:

Yes, they did. It was seven years later. Um, Susan and I were in Oakland and
Susan called my mother on Susan's birthday and said, Mrs. Patellis, um, I am the
partner of your daughter and it's my birthday and I want to give myself the present
of talking to her mother and as- the bravery that took after knowing what my
mother had done to me. Yeah. So my mother was speechless at first, I guess and
any way. They talked. And she said, well, you know, unhand my daughter, my
mother could be very, very dramatic. And so Susan said, well, you know, we
have, um, a, um, our money is together and Sage can clean out the bank account
anytime she wants and go back to you. But I can tell you that's not going to
happen because we are committed. We love one another, that she, and Susan said,
you know, I was raised in the Episcopal church and I was raised that Jesus was
about love. And I can tell you that so is our relationship, it is a very loving, caring
relationship. And, um, so anyway, Susan said well you sound like a very nice lady
and et cetera, et cetera, but um, I have to go and um, she was getting very
uncomfortable. About six months later, I think, yeah, so this was in September,
three months later or something, she, she let us know. How did she do it? I think
she wrote a post card or something, like we're coming to L.A to visit your brother,
Tony. So, um, if it's okay, maybe we'll come up to San Francisco and see you. So,
I immediately contacted her and said, please do. And that was the beginning. So
that was seven years after I had come out to her and we were together for 20 years
before they died. Um, what else? So-

Johnna:

So, she- had your parents not spoken to you for those whole seven years?

Sage:

Um, well my mother would write horrifying letters to me, trashing me, off and on.
Not very often. My father actually called me a couple times and said, honey,
come home and I said, Dad, I am home. You come here to my home or if I can
bring Susan, I'll come to your place. Well, you know, you can't, your mother will.
Well then. No.

Johnna:

Yeah.

Sage:

I'm not coming there without Susan. Anyways, so that he, he was more congencongenial about it at all after a while. I mean, it was kind of way - if my mother
had known he'd called she probably would have killed him. Um, so going back
now to Boston, I quit teaching, I was teaching at the time I came out and it was
just too scary, you know, I just, you know, there were word was going out.

Johnna:

What year was it again? You said 70-

Sage:

Let's... I quit teaching in Boston in '75 so it was three years before that, that I
moved to Boston because I taught for two years in Indiana and then three years in,
in uh, Mass.

Johnna:

Could you have been fired for being gay?
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Sage:

Oh, I suspect so. Yeah. Oh, heavens yeah. And it just, you know, it just was like,
this is enough. I'm not doing this, I am not gonna lead this shady sneak around
life, you know, for any job. And I knew, no because I had heard about cases
where women or teachers were let go. Yeah. Yeah. So that was mid seventies. So
I didn't renew my contract. I got tenure those three years and I just didn't renew
my contract and I left teaching, um, until I was 75, but in the mean time, so then I
moved to Boston because we, we'd been in the burbs or Norwood and um, I really
got involved with the lesbian community there and it was wonderful. I met all
these new friends and I would do, do, we did all the, uh, gay rights marches, you
know, in June. Um, I was trying to find those-we had buttons, you know, like,
"Anita Bryant Sucks Oranges." I don't know if you even know who Anita Bryant
is, but at that time she was the biggest, um, she was a singer, a well known singer,
and she just took it into her mind to, uh, to criticize gay people. And so she lost
her career and she, um, she used to be the big spokeswoman for the orange juice
industry. And so now we wrote our signs, "Anita Bryant Sucks Oranges," on the
street chanting. And she was really uh, active in, uh, anti gay rights or anti gay
people, anti gay people, so just a real quick aside, she lost her husband and her
four kids. He got, he got custody of the kids when he divorced her. And in the
end, a couple of years later, she was, she was photographed in gay night clubs,
dancing with gay men having a high old time. Yeah. So, so be it. Bye Anita But
anyways, so, um, when I would do the abortion rights marches and anti-war
marches and I was, just, became an activist. And about five or six of us women,
uh, mostly lesbian, not, not all, uh, started a, uh, a women's group. We'd meet at
my house once a week and just talk about issues and so forth. And you know, one
of the women was living with two other women and being lovers with two of
them. And just talking about how horrible that was for her because both of them
wanted to come to their bedroom that night and she, she finally, you know, so we
listened to her and talk to her. And so a lot of issues came up around how to be a
woman and gay issues and bisexual issues and just all of it. And it was a
wonderful thing. Um, and then after having, quitting teaching, I got into this, there
was a program called Ceta, CETA and I can't remember exactly what it meant,
but it was helping women learn trades that were essentially meant for men.

Johnna:

Okay.

Sage:

Building trades, um, being a plumber, being, you know, and they did't want me
first, cause I had a masters degree in English and I said, well, I'm done with
teaching and I've always wanted to get hands on with this stuff. So they accepted
me. And, uh, the CETA program was extraordinary. So it lasted all summer. They
paid us $100 a week, which at that time we could live on that cause I lived
communally with a group of women. And at the end of that, I was hired as the
first female engineer, uh, west, east of, not the Rockies, but a little farther, but
anyway, so they did a big article on me and so forth. So, yeah I was — female
engineer. So that whole summer I was driving trains and I hated it. I was like,
well, what, you know, almost, I know we ran over a puppy. I didn't see him on the
way back, but I was just, you know, when we would be told again and again, it's
not if you kill someone, it's when. You will have an accident and people will die
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and this is how you act. Um, and I realized, you know, what am I doing? And you
know, I would be told, keep your nose clean, gal. And in 40 years you'll have a,
you'll have a cabin in the, in the country. And you know, and I was like, oh, Jesus.
So, and my therapist, a lesbian therapist, was hit by a bike and died. And I said,
you know what. And my relationship had broken up and then Blake died. And I
just said, and I didn't want to be on the railroad anymore. I said, I gotta go. So I
left Boston and my ex was now at a woman's retreat up in Oregon. It was called,
um, Oregon Women's Land Trust, or OWL farm. A very wealthy woman had
bought 250 acres up in the mountains in Oregon and turned it over to women.
Any woman that can cross the line was welcomed. And, so there were women,
you know, running away from abusive marriages or lesbians who were just sick of
hiding out in the world and so forth. So, so we, you know, we got together and
talked about our relationship and pretty well, you know, wrapped it up that it was
over and that's okay. And I met this tall, beautiful woman. I said, who's that? And
they said, oh, that's Susan Reed. Oh. So we started out too pretty much by just,
um, strapping on, you know, hammers and saws and stuff and going around and
helping to build the, the cabins on the thing. And there were a couple of kids on
the farm too, and we'd take them on nature walks and we were just really good
friends until we were more than that. And then we realized, you know, because
the other thing about this was in terms of what was happening at that time is you
were not supposed to be in a one-on-one relationship because I was patriarchal.
So they called it circular sexuality. So every woman there needed to sleep with
every other woman there and they were doing it. And I just said, guess what? It
ain't me. So I love you all and we can sleep together and share dreams in the
morning, but I'm not having sex with anybody that I don't really love and care
about. And they accepted it, you know, oh Sage, all right, whatever, you know,
she's weird. And then Susan came along and ooh, so we, we got together on April
25th, 41 years ago tomorrow. And they were all angry. Oh, your being patriarchal,
the two of you. We, We used to circle to make decisions about what was
happening on the farm and so forth. Every major decision we, the women, we
would get in a huge circle in the lodge and hammer things out. So they demanded
a circle because we were breaking the law, being um, patriarchal, because we
were a couple and neither of us was allowing anybody else in sexually. Although
we were, we cook, I, when it was our turn to cook, I'd cook. She cooked, you
know, we did everything except - we were a couple. So they said, okay, you gotta
get out of here, go away for three weeks or so, go camping somewhere and get it
out of your system. Okay. So we left and instead of going back to Oregon to the
farm, we went to back to San Francisco where Susan was from, Oakland, where
she was from and Berkeley. So we were in her van and we lived on Berkeley
Marina for six weeks and we'd go into the rich people's marina place and wash up
every morning. And in those days for some reason the Berkeley cops didn't stop
us from parking on the marina every night we had our little dog, Blake. And the
other thing about Susan was my therapist who died was named Blake. And I
heard there was this woman who had a dog named Blake. Really? And it
happened to be Susan. So Blakey and Susan and I were in her VW van in a
marina. I can't even remember all the things we did necessarily during the day. I
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don't remember. But anyway, this one lesbian said, hey you guys, I just got a job
with BART was the Bay Area Rapid Transit System. Um, and I'm, I'm running a,
a women's garage. Susan, you know about how to fix cars and everything. She
says, yeah, she says, well, here's the key. Open the door, answer the phone and
you can have the business. And so we became VW mechanics and we were still
living on the, it was in a, we called it the puke hole, because it was in a dark
garage and we always had to have the door up so that we could get some light.
And um, there wasn't even a restroom in there there was just some cold running
water. So we'd go next door to the restaurant, buy lunch and use the restroom
there. But anyway, so we did that for a few months and then Susan got hired at
BART as a mechanic. So I went to massage school and, meantime, meantime, Pat,
the woman who said, here, take my business, said, you know, you guys, I, I live in
a three, two or three bedroom house. You're welcome to come stay with me there.
Great. So we did. And then over about six months lived there, do the puke hole,
then Susan got hired at BART and I went, she, we found our own little house a
few blocks away. Um, but we, you know, we started going to the gay rights
marches in San Francisco and meantime, Harvey Milk was, um, elected to the San
Francisco City. I don't know if you know Harvey, you know the name, right. And
I used to look at Harvey in the parade and, and I'd look up in the tall buildings
around and think God, he could be shot, he could be shot out of any one of these
windows. And it just, Oh, it scared me. But he was so smiling and happy and
sweet and bright, waving at everybody. And I never could relax because I was so
afraid that Harvey would be murdered. So, about a year later, we went back to the
East to pick up all my stuff. Cause now I was definitely relocating to Oakland and
Berkeley. And, um, on our way back, I saw the newspaper headlines, I think we
were in Arizona, it said uh, mayor of San Francisco and Harvey Milk were
murdered by a gunman who was a policeman. That was huge. I mean, you know,
we got back to the city and we were all in mourning. We were just all broken, you
know, dammit. You know, he dared to give us hope and stick his neck out and,
and they killed him and murdered him. So, um, yeah, well after about, oh and
that's interesting because when George, the mayor George, I can't think of his
name right now. Wonderful man. He was murdered along with Harvey Milk by
Dan White. And um, Dianne Feinstein, who was head of the supervisors, they call
the Council, City Council in San Francisco the supervisors. She was head. And so
she became the mayor and now you know, she's been Senator Feinstein for the
last 20 some years, Washington. But she became the mayor and I mean she in fact
found their dead bodies, this woman, and had to come out and talk to the city and
say that they had been murdered and that Dan White, and here you wouldn't know
this, Dan White went to trial and he got off because he ate a lot of Twinkies and
sugary stuff. So his mind was deranged and so it's called the twinkie defense. He
got off from murdering two men in cold blood, never denied it, but he was
depressed and eating a lot of sugar. So he got off. Three years later he killed
himself. There it was, that was the end of that. But you know, Harvey became an
icon in the gay community and still is really, you know. Um, so not long after
that, I think we moved back east, moved to Maine. And um, so when we finally
moved to Portland. We were living up in, uh, in the woods. Puckabrush as they
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call it. And we were living in a little cabin on this woman's land who Susan had
met at a powwow out west before we moved. And she said, well, you can come if
you're coming to Maine. I live in a house with a land and there's a cabin in the
woods there. Why don't you guys come and live there until you situate yourself
wherever you want to do. So we did. And, oh, then we began to hear about band
of hoodlums who didn't like gay people and you know, and they were burning
places down and they were, um, threatening old ladies living in cabins in the
woods. And you know, we were like, are we next? Except that they, one of them,
the leader of them fell off of a telephone pole and but died. And he was, he was
never to be seen again. He was a vegetable, but, but it was, they were burning
cabins and things.
Johnna:

This was in northern Maine or?

Sage:

Yeah. This is near Orono, Greenbush it was called. Greenbush. And it's a little
one road, not even a town, I don't think. And Susan was taking some courses at
the university to get her teaching credentials. She had already had her bachelor's
from uh, Berkeley. And then she discovered that there was a woman who was
fired for being a lesbian while she was doing her student teaching and thought,
well there goes that just like I did, you know, well, the hell with this. So we were
doing crafts and things to support ourselves and we had come down to Portland
and the wow, what a cool town. So eventually moved here except that the only
thing, I was stunned, we both were, where there were no people of color, zip. I
was the darkest one. And we moved from Oakland and I grew up in Gary, so we
were pretty worried like, can we really live in a city that has no African
American, Hispanic people in sight? So, um, we wanted to give it a chance. And
then, I dunno, a few years. Oh. And then we used to go to the gay rights marches.
There were like 30 of us, 18 to 30 of us marching down the street.

Johnna:

What year was it? Do you remember?

Sage:

Yeah. Um, we got here in 83 to Maine and to Portland in 84. And somebody said
there, you know, do a Gay Rights March.

Johnna:

Yeah.

Sage:

Okay, well we'll do that. We met by City Hall and went down Congress Street, all
25 or 30 of us. And there were people, you know, all down the street. People
stopped and looked at us. Every once in a while somebody would say, "Yay," or
"good for you." We didn't get any...And I was looking around after Harvey, you
know, like, oh, these are all white people. Um, this is all the gay people, you
know, are we going to get killed? So, um, we survived. So we, we did that. And
as the years went by, the parade grew. I mean now look at it. Yay. And the
library's part of it and so forth. But again, you know, just doing marches and, um,
but not feeling comfortable, you know, coming out in whatever jobs we were in.
And then, um, Susan started acupuncture. Oh, you worked at the Whole Grocer,
which was the forerunner of Whole Foods.
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Johnna:

I remember the Whole Grocer.

Sage:

You do? Oh my gosh. Yeah. Um, yeah, with Elise, was the owner and started
Whole Grocer. We ended up both of us being managers there and I was the
personnel manager, so I did the hiring and training of new people, which is what I
ended up doing at the library. Um, so Elise was thoroughly and completely in
supportive of everybody, any body, black, white, gay, straight, you know, she, she
was phenomenal that way. So I stayed there for seven years and I became, after
the first year she had a baby, little Jessie and I became nanny to him. So I worked
half of the Grossman and half with Jesse, um, as a baby. And then until he was
like six, I was even more a little, once a week he'd come over and have dinner.
Um, he's 31 now and in the meantime, you know, first Elise died I'd say maybe
four years ago and then his Dad Kevin died, last, this past Christmas. So, um, hm.
Anyway, so I did a lot of, I tried to hire gay people at the Whole Grocer, which I
did, there were a few of us that were gay. Um, male and female. And, um, finally
was able to hire an African American woman who actually she quit after like six
months and worked at the university. You knew, you were trying to get in there
and she said yeah, but you know, but I needed a job anyway, so, but anyway, we
stayed friends. Um, so I'm running through this kind of quickly anyway, back in,
it started in back in Boston. I used to go to all the women's concerts once I had
come out and quit teaching and everything. And you know, we in Boston, Holly
Near and May Christian, I don't even know if these names mean anything to you.
Probably don't right?

Johnna:

No, those one's don't.

Sage:

NPR...or PBS just did a two hour special on Holly Near. Which I was so happy to
see and watch, you know who she was then when we used to go to the concerts
and who she is now in her seventies. Um, she was not just the singer, she was, she
was a, uh, she was a soldier in the fight for human rights of all kinds. And she'd
go to South America and do concerts there and do work to, to help the women
who were being tortured and so forth. I mean, she, she would worldwide, she was
extraordinary woman, extraordinary woman. If you want to know who Holly Near
is, you know, sometime go to the library, find her, that PBS show. Um, so, we go
to concerts, all of my friends and I would go to all the concerts and Susan was
going to the concerts in California as it turns out. Um, cause Holly was from
northern California, but all the different, May Christian May Christian actually,
uh, I have all their albums, um, became a Buddhist monk and far as I know, she's
still is, you know, 40 years later, uh, she and Holly became lovers in which the
whole community was crazed over, yay! You know, our favorite stars and they
were together, whether they stay together, maybe a year or whatever, but they're
still very, very good friends. Um, but yeah, it was, it, you know, what consisted of
basically doing our groups, our marches, going to concerts. Um, at that time, it
really was a time in the mid seventies and later seventies of finding our stride,
how to be really out there and, um, help other women through their crises because
a lot of women were leaving marriages at that time. Um, and I think it wasn't that
they wanted to be gay, it was that there was now support for them to get out of a
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marriage and still be able to, and maybe with a couple of their little kids to find,
uh, support in our communities. And so there was a, you know, and we were all
different things. I had been a teacher, there were, so there were social workers
there were, you know, we were all different stripes. Um, yeah. So anyway, yeah, I
came out in Boston, quit teaching out of fear, political activity... So we then
settled in Portland, um, 36 years ago and as the city began to change and more
immigrants were coming, so there were more people of color and so forth. So 17
and a half years ago, I applied at the library and um, I was hired and I was sub for
a year and, and then, um, got my job as supervisor. So I had, I was a fixed job
now I had a regular job and I had the privilege of just being able to hire and train
everybody who came through the door to work at the library, except if they were
already, maybe they'd be in the administration or whatever. But other than that,
like I got to train and get to know all of the now librarians, everybody at PC,
everybody, you know, it was extraordinary time and I began to see how many of
us were gay. Whoa! Says I, this is interesting. Here's this library and people start
coming in with red hair and blue hair, hair and purple hair and, we hired 'em and I
was like, Whoa, this is pretty neat. I like this set up. And the immigrants started
coming in with the Adult Ed. They would teach them how to- and we would help
teach them how to use the library. Many of them had never heard of the library.
They didn't know what a library was from their countries. They didn't have such
things. And I, there's one sweet story where um, I gave a library card to one of our
new immigrants, this beautiful woman. And she had several children and we
stacked her up with kids' books and so forth. And the woman at the Adult Ed, you
know, was like, thank you, thank you. You know, you take these home now and
you can read them to your or you know, your children can read them cause they
were in school and so the kids were learning English all day. They didn't know.
And then some, one fine day, a few weeks later the Adult Ed person came in with
a woman and said, she's been getting these letters that these books are overdue.
And she finally, they were charging her for the books and I said, oh my goodness,
what's this? So I got her thing up and I said, Oh yeah, you took these out many
weeks ago. And the Adult Ed person said, well, she thought America was so
generous and giving out all these wonderful children's books. So she sent them to
all her relatives all over the world thinking that we were giving the books.
Johnna:

Right.

Sage:

You know, and you know, I think I wept at the time. Like just, just the sweetness
of it. And she felt very bad. I said, no, no, no one held her hand and I said, now,
you know, now you know. In the mean time these books, being charged all this
money. So I, I said, let me talk to my supervisor, who at the time was Sarah,
who's now the director of the library, Sarah Campbell. And I talked to her about it
and she, she got ahold of Adult Ed and said, look, I mean the woman, Adult Ed
said, she has no money, there's no way she can pay for these. And we decided,
we, I said to the Adult Ed woman, you know, you need to bring everyone in And
we'll talk about the rules and reading what it's about. And we all agreed that that
would be a good thing. Anyway, we made the, made the woman feel just fine.
And so the Adult Ed had to pay for like half of it, um, on time, you know, we
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didn't charge them any penalties, so that was okay. But then they knew, now we
have to do some teaching here.
Johnna:

Yeah.

Sage:

Can't just bring 'em over and say now you can have all these books. So that was a,
that was a very sweet thing many years ago. And um, so I just, it was the job of
my dreams. I am an English major, masters and so forth and I, I got to use
everything, a combination of all the jobs I'd ever done. At the Whole Grocer
learned to be the, the supervisor and hiring and training people, which was an
outgrowth of my teaching, the five years I did I taught junior high through high
school and really loved most of it except later on. And Norwood was my last
teaching job when I moved to Maine or to Massachusetts and um, you know, it
was the mid seventies and it was just getting too hot.

Johnna:

Yeah.

Sage:

Too Hot to be gay and teaching and reading in the paper about so-and-so being
fired and so forth.

Johnna:

Right.

Sage:

So, so now I was back teaching in a way, you know, as a supervisor and hiring
and teaching people and that was that was and being able to hire people that I
thought could mix things up a bit, which was wonderful. Um, gay and straight and
so forth. And then, then when I applied for the job of supervisor was all there. I
had been supervisor for seven years at the Whole Grocer, I had taught blah, blah,
blah blah. And they hired me. And so Sarah and I, she was the head of the
department, not Kathleen yet for the first seven years. And there was stuff to do
with the desks that really needed doing. There were people that shouldn't have
been there and I, as a sub, I knew they shouldn't be there. There was some bad
stuff going on. Anyway, so Sarah said, you know, I hired you, Sage, cause I had
the suspicion that we're going to be able to work together very, very well and
we're going to really clean up things. And I said, okay. And she said, I'll back you
100%. So we began and I started doing evaluations that they hadn't done in years.
And anyway, it turns out that finally two from the desk and one from behind, the
back office, did finally leave. They needed to leave. And the rest of the people
who, some of whom are still there now, breathed huge sighs of relief because they
had been really under some oppression with a couple of those people. And um, so
Sarah and I have quite a history together. We work together. We, we met every
Friday and I talked about, I wanted more of a mix at the desk, you know. We need
gay and straight. We need men and women, we need, um, different, we need co-,
uh, um, the whole color spectrum of people and we're just, we're just all white
women.

Johnna:

Yeah.
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Sage:

So we started mixing it up. Anyway, so it worked out. Now she's head-now,
Kathleen then came 10 years ago I think. And um, so they were like, both
supervisors and Kathleen were all gay and was like, whoa. And one of the, uh, I
remember one of the librarians coming up to be with, she had just recently been
hired. I had trained her at the desk and then, uh, six months later she got hired as a
librarian and she came up and said, Sage, what's the attitude towards gay people
in the library? I looked at her and said, what do you mean? She said, well, I'm
gay. Oh, you are? Yeah. I said, okay. And I pointed to Kathleen's like, well,
there's one there, and there's one there, the supervisor was my friend Ryan, she
was gay and there's one here and there's two out there, and she's, Oh my God!
You mean there's gay people all around? I said yes there are. Men, women.
There's gay people all around you. And straight people all around, you know. So,
um, you know, it was pretty cool. Do you have questions?

Johnna:

Mhmm! Yeah I do.

Sage:

I'll stop now and let you ask your questions.

Johnna:

Well, you've answered a lot of them already. Um, I do have, when you first
moved to Portland, was there, other than that, the gay marches, was there sort of
like a, a gay scene that you remember? Like, bars or?

Sage:

Oh, we went to a couple bars. That wasn't our thing.

Johnna:

Yeah.

Sage:

Actually. But we did to see, find other gay people. So there was one, was it the
rainbow? Or the...it was a gay man's, gay man's bar. Um, and some women went
because there weren't any women's bars where, like, in San Francisco, there had
been women caf- women's cafes and we'd go there and you know, have dinner,
lunch or whatever. They'd usually have uh, good music playing, so there'd be
some dancing and stuff. Um, Susan had been in the bar scene long before I met
her just when she was coming out, but I, I, once we got together we just didn't go
really. But there was a little bit going on here. Not much, not much. Um, so we
went to the, the cute little marches to try to meet more lesbians and so forth and
gay people in general and did, um, but there wasn't a big scene.

Johnna:

Okay.

Sage:

No, not in the 70s. Like I said, I think the, the Under-, it was called the
Underground. And it was underground. It was under, uh, like a, like an
underground parking space only you'd go down there and there was a bar. Gay
men's bar. Then a few of them sprouted up here and there, but it was always gay
men's stuff. So it was very interesting that you couldn't really, not that I remember
at that time go to a women's bar scene. I don't think so... Maybe just I was out of it
or something. I wasn't...

Johnna:

Yeah. You weren't looking for it really or?
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Sage:

Well, we were asking around. I don't think there was, well, we moved here in '83.

Johnna:

Okay.

Sage:

I don't think there was.

Johnna:

So you've lived in Portland now for 30-

Sage:

36 years.

Johnna:

36 years. What are some changes that you've noticed in those years?

Sage:

Well, the gay rights parades are huge.

Johnna:

A lot bigger now.

Sage:

And great fun.

Johnna:

Yeah.

Sage:

Um, very welcome. The library even has a, the library bookmobile, is in it. We
have our pride commission or committee at the, um, Raminta runs that and it's
just all open, and you know...was it all about gay stuff that you were asking or
just, no.

Johnna:

Yes. But if you have other stuff too, feel free to -

Sage:

Just the, the advent of so many, um, Cubanos, Hait- Haiti, I was the Spanish
speaker, interpreter at the desk and then Megan did the French stuff. So African,
um, immigration migration, um, Portland now to me is the kind of city I like to
live in.

Johnna:

Right.

Sage:

And, um, yeah, moving from Gary to Oakland to Portland, now being a mixed
city. I mean, yeah, we have problems, there's always problems, whatever. But I
just love the mix. And, and being at the library I got to see all the mix, you know,
cause, especially since Adult Ed would bring many, um, new migrants in. That I
love.

Johnna:

Yeah.

Sage:

Yeah.

Johnna:

Have you found Portland to be a welcoming place for LGBT people or have you
seen that shift over time?

Sage:

Yes, I would say I, like I said, the, the marches grew bigger and bigger and bigger
and the crowds on the sidewalks being very happy to see us and very welcoming.
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Um, over the years that's been good. Um, Portland is actually kind of a mini
Berkeley. The Portland City Council is like the city council in Berkeley,
California. Radicals, um, what's her name? The wonderful, fierce Black woman
on the council. Oh, I can't think of her name. She's been on the council forever. I
mean, She's fierce and she's terrific, you know, and then there's, uh, Ali, Pious
Ali. Um, it's a good mixed and there's now we have several gay people, uh, you
know. Yeah. It's, we've said it, Susan. I said it many times, this feels like, oh, like
Berkeley. You know, the university is very welcoming of the mix. Um, well you
know Mariah, um, really loves the education she's gotten here and then the
mixture and, from Missouri. Whoa. You know?
Johnna:

Yeah.

Sage:

I'm talking vanilla.

Sage:

So she loves it here a lot better than she likes it over there.

Johnna:

Yeah.

Sage:

Um, so yeah, this has been great changes in the years we've been here. Much,
much for the better.

Johnna:

Yeah.

Sage:

How long have you lived in Portland?

Johnna:

My whole life. 27 years.

Sage:

27 years. Surely you've seen the changes.

Johnna:

Yeah. Although I can't say, you know, I was paying much attention when I was
younger, but yeah.

Sage:

Yeah. Well, sure Yeah. Yeah. You were just a kid.

Johnna:

Yeah.

Sage:

In a big city.

Johnna:

Yeah. Or a small city, depending.

Sage:

I was gonna say, to you - not to most of us.

Johnna:

I think that you actually, you kind of just answered most of my questions without
me even having to ask them.

Sage:

Let me just check, too, to see if there's something I wanted to add.
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Johnna:

Oh, I had a last question that, um, do you have any plans now that you're retired?
Any..

Sage:

Oh. Yeah. Um, I think next week I'll probably start, um, volunteering at the
library for one thing. I want to be at the bookstore. We have a library bookstore
and a couple of days a week I'd like to do, I think I'll go in at the end of the
weekend. I know there's a couple of shifts open and I wanna snag those. Um, I
want to take courses at OLLI, do you know, OLLI?

Johnna:

Yeah.

Sage:

I want to start, start taking...I need to get their syllabus, you know, and I don't
know, do they do it in the summer even? I don't even know.

Johnna:

I'm not sure if they do it in the summer.

Sage:

I think they probably do. But anyway, my thought is that I want to start taking...I
used to hear about these delicious sounding courses that I couldn't take. I just, you
know, was working. I couldn't take the cour- a lot of them are in the afternoons
and stuff, so, um, so I want to do that. And uh, besides volunteering at the library,
I want to find a volunteer position, some-in something and I haven't figured it out
yet.

Johnna:

Yeah.

Sage:

I haven't figured it out yet. There's - certain things cross my mind and I think, I, I
might tire of that or would that really be what exactly I want to be doing? So, so
volunteerism is going to be part of this whole thing. Um, outside of the library.
And traveling. Absolutely adore traveling.

Johnna:

Yeah.

Sage:

Yeah. Susan, and I did this thing, when we first got together, we had the VW van
and we just traveled everywhere. We went to Mexico and Canada and all over the
United States and then to England a couple times. And I had, I had studied in
England, had a graduate year there and loved it so much back in 68, 69 when I
graduated from college, I went to England for a year and made good friends. And
so I took her with me back to England and showed her Durham University and we
went to a lot of the women's circles, you know, or the, just this, no, not Women's
circles. Just the circles and stones and so forth. All the way up through Scotland.
And we loved it so much that we did it again two years later. But like I said, I
mean, we've been to Canada and Mexico now, England, we've never gone back to
Europe. I've traveled all over Europe. One summer a couple of us rented a car and
spent from early June to end of August going to 17 countries, and just, yeah.

Johnna:

Wow.
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Sage:

And, um, you know, staying a certain amount of time in each country or certain
cities. Um, which I just adore. I love, I love that kind of travel, I look at the world
now and say, wow, might not be very safe, anymore. Damn it. you know, whoa.
Won't stop me from probably, you know, but, um, Susan's still working and um,
you know, she has patients she has seen for years and has always promised she
wouldn't just quit on them. Um, and we're not quite ready for her to quit yet
anyway. So she works three days a week, sometimes adds a fourth, but three,
three days a week. So then we can, uh, she tries to work Wednesday, Thursday,
Friday. So if we're going to go take a trip, we could go Saturday, Sunday,
Monday, Tuesday, and we want to plan, like to go to Campabello Island, where
the, where Eleanor Roosevelt, you know, spent time. Have you been there?

Johnna:

I haven't been but I-My parents have been.

Sage:

Yeah. So we want to go there, you know, go to Connecticut, see Twain's house.
We both love Mark Twain. She was an English major, too. Um, you know, closer
trips that could take just a few days. Last year we went to DC for a week for our
anniversary and went to see museums. We did museum hopping. Went to see the
new, um, if you ever get down there, the African American Museum and the, um,
Native American museum and we didn't get to see all of it. It's just-so we want to
get back there to really, really see, explore those things, you know? And the
women's, um, the Museum of Women's Art and so forth. So yeah.

Johnna:

Great.

Sage:

That's kind of what I want to do.

Johnna:

Great.

Sage:

Yeah.

Johnna:

I think that might have been all I had then, unless, do you have anything else
you'd like to add before we?

Sage:

Well now, just to say that I, I was so fortunate, you know, when I left, I had a
goodbye party, you know, they do that for anybody who, you know, wants-they
invite you-would you like to have, would you like to have everybody come say
goodbye? And it was 8:45 to 9:45 on the Friday, the 29th that I retired and, uh, 45
people came out of the 58. Just touched my heart.

Johnna:

Yeah.

Sage:

So it was just all about laughter and hugs and a few tears and it was just
wonderful. I had said to Susan, "What if nobody comes?" She said, honey, they'll
be there. And they were.

Sage:

That's great.
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Sage:

And um, people gave me beautiful gifts of remembrances. Poetry and a photo
album from Kathleen and um, oh, the library, um, gave us a visa card to see plays,
see a play in New York City.

Johnna:

Uh, cool.

Sage:

So, um, which I have to pick up this week, the card. And Sarah always writes, she
writes a poem for everybody's leaving. She did this wonderful, she said well Sage
is - this is going to be haiku. She wrote this whole haiku thing that had some
funny stuff in it. I wear a bib at lunch to eat. I have an adult bib because I, I'm a
slobberer. I don't know. And it's the only way I can protect my, my clothing. So
people would come in and say, I'd train somebody, I'd say, now you're gonna
walk back in the office and you're going to see me with a bib on. Don't worry. It's
what I have to do. So, so she got the bib in there, and the clean blouses, anyway,
that -the party was, you know, I'm just starting to do a scrap book of just what a
beautiful send off it was.

Johnna:

Yeah.

Sage:

Just, it was beautiful. It was the job, like I said, that I loved the most in all the
work I've ever done in 50 years and uh, it worked out beautifully. The other thing
I want to do is, I'll probably start subbing again just- and just let them know for
sure, If you cannot find a sub, I'll come in. But I don't want to take anybody's
place.

Johnna:

Right, yeah.

Sage:

You don't want to do that. I don't want to do that. So I can't do that until, um, the
end of April, I think I start my first retirement check. April 29th is what PERS
said, the retirement thing for teachers and librarians. Um, so maybe sometime in
May I'll go ahead and sign up for some subbing just to keep my hand in and get,
see everybody.

Johnna:

Yeah.

Sage:

But that's it. Yeah.

Johnna:

All right. Well, thank you so much.

Sage:

Thank you, too.

Johnna:

I will turn this off.

Sage:

Thank you.
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